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Tatra vehicles to be produced in Azerbaijan
The European-Azerbaijani Chamber of Commerce has helped broker an agreement between Tatra Trucks and Azerbaijani company Ganja Automobile Plant on the manufacturing of Tatra vehicles in Azerbaijan. The project will be kicked off during 2018, when the first dozens of vehicles are expected to be assembled in Azerbaijan.
Representatives of Tatra Trucks and Ganja Automobile Plant signed a memorandum regarding their aim of joint production of Tatra vehicles in Azerbaijan at the Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Prague in the presence of Azerbaijan’s ambassador to the Czech Republic, His Excellency Farid Shafiyev, and the chairman of the European-Azerbaijani Chamber of Commerce, Mr David Snášel. 
At this occasion, Azerbaijan’s ambassador Farid Shafiyev stated: “The assembly of Tatra branded vehicles is a major project of Czech-Azerbaijani industrial cooperation. It will contribute not only to bilateral industrial ties, but to development of Azerbaijani industry as well and its diversity beyond the mining sector.” The Czech Republic imports 34% of its consumed petroleum from Azerbaijan. Czech companies are involved in Azerbaijan in particular in infrastructure projects. 
David Snášel, the chairman of the European-Azerbaijani Chamber of Commerce, stated: “For our Chamber this is a reference project, which we appreciate even more since the famous Czech brand Tatra has been linked with Azerbaijan and represents the family jewel of Czech industry. The Chamber has proved its ability to make a significant contribution to Czech and Azerbaijani companies, in order to do good business together.”
Petr Rusek, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Tatra Trucks, added: “Azerbaijan is an important partner of the Czech Republic in the Caucuses region, where several Czech industrial companies have been carrying out their projects successfully. It is one of the most important export territories for Tatra. Tatra vehicles can be produced in Ganja not only for the Azerbaijani market, but for other Central Asian countries as well.” Tatra has already exported a total of 541 vehicles to Azerbaijan.
About the European-Azerbaijani Chamber of Commerce 
The European-Azerbaijani Chamber of Commerce contributes to the development of the mutual economic and trade relations of the Czech Republic, the EU as a whole and Azerbaijan. The aim of the European-Azerbaijani Chamber of Commerce is to support establishment of relations and to develop close cooperation with Azerbaijani, Czech and European bodies, networks of chambers of commerce, associations and business groups as well as with involved public and private entities. The Chamber is also taking part in cultural projects and development in the tourism sector within the scope of Czech-European-Azerbaijani relations. The aim of these activities is to link regions and support mutual cooperation.
About Azerbaijan
Azerbaijan is an important business partner of the Czech Republic. It supplies 34 percent of its oil consumption, practically ensuring the entire production at the refinery in Kralupy nad Vltavou. Czech companies in Azerbaijan have been participating in major infrastructure projects and supplying industrial goods. 
Moravia Steel has been participating in the construction of a rail corridor to link Azerbaijan with the Republic of Georgia and with Turkey along the Baku-Tblisi-Kars route. Other Czech companies are involved in the development and modernisation of Azerbaijani roads and development of hydroelectric power plants. In the capital city of Baku, there are 150 public transport buses operating that have been produced by Iveco Bus CZ.
About Ganja Automobile Plant
Ganja Automobile Plant is a production company focused on assembly of automotive technology with its seat in Ganja, the second largest city in Azerbaijan. Its construction began during the existence of the Soviet Union, and due to turbulence following the break-up of the Soviet Union production was not commenced until 2004, in the then already independent Republic of Azerbaijan. MAZ and KAMAZ vehicles are currently assembled in the company. Its yearly production capacity is approximately 1,000 trucks and 2,000 tractors.
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